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2 Per. Chap. E d. 19 it 


IWe have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy, wherenn- : 
to ye do well that ye take beed, as unto a Light that 
ſbineth in a dark place, until the Day dawn, and 


the e ar had ein Jour Hearts. 


ment Prophecies concerning the Meſſiab, I did 


| Y« Def ign from theſe Words being to vindicate 
the Chriſtian Interpretation of the Old-Tefta- 


in a former Diſcourſe propoſe to purſue 8 by 


to theſe Four Points. 


„By aſſigning ſome Reaſons, why the Predictions 
ns to this Matter ſhould be fo obſcure and liable to be 


differently underftood. 


II. Secondly, By ſnewing that, ſuch obſcurity notwith- | 
ſtanding, thoſe Prophecies were an Inſtruction fufficient for 


God 1 nde they ſhould ſerve. 


the the ge and People to whom they were imparted, and the 
5 | 


5 Thirdly, By making ſome Remarks upon the Ground 


and Manner of the Chriſttan's Interpretation of them, ſuch 


as may prove the Vanity of the Jew; Objections againſt our 


applying them to the Bleſſed Jeſut. 
f. ourthly, By repreſenting the true force of Arguments 
drawn from this Topick of Prophecies ; and how far the 


proof of the Chriſtian Religion does really depend upon 


them. 


Of the Firſt and Second 1 have already treated; and, 
the weight of the Other Two yet behind requiring 40 the 


Conſideration that can be allowed them at this time, 95 ſhalt” 
proceed directly to the Third. 
III. The Apoſtle by this Exhortation to take beet to the 
Av Wor 
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Word of Prophecy, does plainly intimate, that the full Bene- 
fit of ſo 1 24 a Light is not to be attained without great 

care and diligent attention, in them who profeſs to walk by 
its guidance. And thus much is allowed in the Controverſy 
now before us. In the Divine Authority of the Prophecies, 


and that ſuch of them as were intended of the Meſſzah ſhall 
certainly meet their entire Completion in Him, We and our 


Adverſaries both agree. But, for their proper ſenſe and Ap- 
plication, in This it is our Misfortune ſtill to differ. Here 
Each complains of the Advice in my Text being too much 
neglected; The want of taking due heed to this Word of Pro- 
phecy, We ſay is the Cauſe why the Jews deny; The ſame 
again They pretend is the Cauſe, why Chriſtians affirm, Je- 
ſus of Nazareth to be the Meſſiah. Os. 
Now in a Matter thus depending, what can this Heed to 
be taker mean, or whither does it extend? So far as I can 
apprehend, only to theſe Two Cautions. Firſt, That Men 
obſerve the true aim and deſign of the Prophecies ; And this, 
in the Caſe now under debate, would be done by urging 
none of them as concerning the Meſſzas, which were not 


really intended of him. Secondly, That They keep to the 


true ſenſe of the Prophecies; And this would be done by ap- 
plying them to no Perſon or Event, but ſuck as their Natu- 
ral or otherwiſe Allowed Conſtruction plainly evinces them 
to be accompliſhed in. Now the ſhewing that the Chriſti- 
ans, in alledging the Old-Teſtament Prophecies as. Eviden- 
ces of Jeſus being the Meſſzah, have proceeded ſtrictly accord- 
ing to the Former of theſe Rules, 1s what I mean by vindi- 
cating them in the Ground; And, that they have as religi- 
ouſly obſerved the Latter, is what I mean by vindicating 
the manner of their interpretation. | 


I. That they have gone upon a ſure Ground , by urging 


no Prophecies as concerning the Meſſzah, which were not 


really intended of him; I conceive the following Reflexi- 


ons may ſerve to ſatisfie any Man, that conſiders them fair 
ly and attentively. 1 „ ewe WM 
1 1. The 


——— — - 


¶ Prophecies vindicated. 


I. The Article of the Meſſiab being of ſo great and gene- 
ral Importance, that, as I formerly obſerved, all the Prophets 
are acknowledged to bear witneſs to it; we cannot ima- 
gine this Teſtimony detective in its main Deſign; which 
was to leave ſuch Marks upon record, as might ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſh the Meſſiah at his Coming. | 

2. This Teſtimony being given at ſeveral diſtances of 
Time, by ſeveral Perſons, and all directed and inſpired by 
God for that purpoſe ; we cannot doubt, but that the follow- 
ing Prophecies added new Light to thoſe that went before: 
And thisnot only by revealing ſome freſh Matter in which the 
Former had been ſilent, but alſo by guiding Men to a clearer 
underſtanding of things but darkly expreſs'd, and ſuch as 
they, till thus enlightned, had entertained more confuſed No- 
tions of. Theſe Two Particulars follow ſo evidently from 
what was ſaid upon my Second Head, that the bare mention 
ot im now id eng — 

3. But then it follows in the next place too, that theſe di- 
ſtinguiſhing Characters of the Meſſzah muſt have been ſignifi- 
ed long before they were applied to Feſus. This is manifeſt 
from hence, that the Spirit of Prophecy had ceaſed, and the 
Perſons, whoſe Books complete the Canon of the Jemiſb 
Scriptures, had been dead Four hundred Years at leaſt before 
the Preaching of our Saviour. - Conſequently the Jews either 
had from that time ſuch Predictions as ſufficiently characte- 
rized the Meſſzah, or they never had them at all. 

4 Theſe Prophecies being many of them obſcure, as upon 
other accounts taken notice of under my Firſt Head, fo par- 
ticularly from their being not ſeparately delivered, but.ming- . 
led and interwoven with Others relating to Events of dif- 
ferent kinds; Tis natural to think, the Jews had ſome fixt 
and well-known Rules + for diſtinguiſhing thoſe concerning 1 See 7, 
the Meſſzah from the Reſt. What all thoſe Rules were, it fein- 
may not be poſſible for Us at this diſtance preciſely to deter- Church a. 
mine: But ſome appear even yet upon their Books. And 2 
had there been none ſuch whereby the Antient Synagogue ii, hi. 
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N to be, did not pu 


- was determined, we could never account for the Application 


of ſundry Prophecies to the Meſſias, which yet both Fews 


and Chriſtians agree in referring to him; without ſufficient 
Evidence of their relating to this Matter, either from the 


Words themſelves ſimply confidered, or from the Context 

and immediate Occaſion of them. | HLH 
5. If there were any Period of time {ct out for the Meſſzah's 

Coming, in which the expectations of his Approach were 


more eager and general, than at any other: It is but reaſon- 
able to preſume, that Men's Minds would then be more in- 


quiſitive and awake, and their Studies turned almoſt entirely 
upon this ſubject; Confequently, The ſenſe of that Age de- 
ſerves to be eſteem d of greater moment in the preſent De- 


bate, as the Belief of that Age muſt have been leſs liable to 
be impoſed upon, either with falſe Marks of the Meſſiab, or 


by a wrong Application of the true Marks, than any other 
Age or Set of Men whatſoever. Now, that the Interval be- 
tween the beginning of Herod's Reign over Judæa and the 
Deſtruction of Jernſalem, was exactly ſuch a Period as we are 
{peaking of, might eaſily be made appear from undeniable 
Proofs, drawn from the Circumſtances of that Time and 
People, and the atteſtations not of Sacred only, but even of 
Jewiſh and Prophane Writers. But then it is as true, that 
this was the very ſeaſon of our Lord's converſing, and his 
Diſciples propagating the Goſpel, among the Jews ; the moſt 
improper and unlikely juncture that could poſſibly be taken, 
for bringing any of that People over to the belief of a Me/- 
fab, if the Perſon profeſſing himſelf and taught by others ſo 

nually anſwer thoſe Characters, which, ac- 
cording to the received Principles of that Age, were neceſſary 
to frame an Idea of the Meſſzah, conformable to the Prophe- 


- cies concerning him. Conſequently the ſucceſs of fuch a 
Doctrine at ſuch #critical time is of more value to infer the 
Truth of it, and that its Preachers went upon ſubſtantial 


grounds, in the Teſtimonies produced out of the Jewiſh Scrip- 
tures eſpecially, than the ſame ſucceſs could have been at 
TE any 


any other time that we can think of before or ſince. 
From theſe Premiſſes laid together, I ſee no reaſon to doubt 
or deeline the Judgment of the Synagogue in our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles Days 3 or, whether, not only the Scribes and 
Chief Prieſts, but even the generality of the People, were not 
ſo well acquainted with the Prophecies, as not to be deceived 
by any falſely pretended to foretel the Meſſiab, but to be per- 
fectly well ſatisſied, which were the main of them at leaſt, that 
the Holy Ghoſt did and had been conſtantly thought to point 
him out by. But then it muſt, I think, ſeem probable in the 
-higheſt degree too, that in all their Conferences with the 
Jews, our Lord and his Apoſtles went thus far in perfect A- 
greement with the Synagogue. And, though this bea Con- 
dluſion which the Notions of the more Modern Jem: may ap- 
pear to debar us from, yet I hope the making it may be a- 
bundantly juſtified from theſe fe Conſiderations 
1. It is evident to Common Senſe, that in all Diſputes be- 
tween Men of different Opinions no progreſs at all can be 
made, no Conviction poſſibly wrought, unleſs the Argu- 
ments uſed for this purpoſe ſet out upon Principles: received 
and unconteſted by both Parties. Whatever is not ſo muſt 
not be taken for granted, but effectually proved it ſelf, and e- 
ſtabliſhed by proper Reaſons and Authorities, before it will 
de admitted as à proof to any ſubſequent Propoſition. Now 
the whole of our Controverſy with regard to: this Matter 
turning entirely upon theſe Two Queſtions ; Whether the Pre- 
_drGiops alledged from the Old Teſtament do Trulyebelong'to 
't#he Meſſeah 5 and then, Whether: theſe be ſa ful filled in Jeſus, as 
to prove him that very Meſſiah : What was the Method taken 
to convince Men in this ſtate of the Diſpute ? Searchthe New 
Teſtament throughout, and you ſhall not find from one end too 
the other ſo much as one formal Argument offered againſt the 
Jem, upon the Firſt of theſe Points: Not One Objection or 
Complaint from the Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Faith, of 
Scriptures wreſted and miſapplyed to the Meſſzah, vhich were 
intended of and fulfilled in ſome other Perſon: Which yet 
> 1 8 15 
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in reaſon ought, and no queſtion would have been done had 

this been as doubted and diſputable a Point as the Other. Irs 

being not ſo is the true account of the whole Matter in Iſſue 

being reduced to the Second Queſtion, viz. Whether the Pro- 

phecies allowed to concern the Meſſzah, were rightly and faith- 

fully applied to Jeſus of Nazareth. This is the Point in which 

our Lord enlightned the Diſciples after his Reſurrection; 

The inconſideration he rebukes them for, was their being 

Ca) Luke ſhort in attending to all (a) that the Prophets had ſpoken, the 

xxIv- 25, whole of which might have ſatisfied them, that Suffering 
26. 27, . . , a 

24,45. Was as eſſential a part in the Meſſzah's Character as entring 

into his Glory; but the Remedy applyed for cure of this In- 

firmity, was, by expounding the Scriptures of Moſes, and all 

the Prophets, to convince them that They concern d himſelf 

( Joh. v. Hence tis the Fews are charged with Infidelity. Had qe (O 

394% believed Moſer, ſays our Lord, ye would have believed Me, for 

he wrote of Me : And, Search ( the Scriptures, for in them 

Je think ye have eternal Life, and they are they which teſtifie of 

Me. Did the Jews of that Age doubt whether Moſes wrote 

and the Scriptures teſtified of the Meſſzah 2 No, but the 

thing they ſtuck at was, whether Jeſus were the Perſon writ- 

ten and teſtified of as ſuch. And yet this was a Belief which 

vaſt Multitudes, and many the beſt Learned of the Jews, em- 

braced upon this manner of Reaſoning ; Men that neither 

wanted Skill to detect, nor Motives to refuſe any falſe Rea- 

ſoning in the Caſe. And it muſt be confeſs'd, that, had the 

Apoſtles put upon them ſo groſly, as the obtruding a wrong, 

or but a controverted Foundation without: proof; and 

thus gained them over to a Religion labouring under ſuch 

diſcouragements and prejudices as the Chriſtian then did ; 

no inſtance parallel to this can cer be found, of Preachers ſo 

forſaken of all Modeſty, and Proſelytes of all common un- 

derſtanding, ſince the beginning of the World. Let the Jews 

(<c) John ſcornfully reply in their Forefather's Language, Have (c A- 

. gs. y of the Phariſees or of the Rulers believed on him? Les. 

- Phariſees and Rulers both believed; and we are not at a = 

| or 


— 
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for reaſons why more of them did not. But One ſuch Con- 
vert is a better Argument for us, than Ten thouſand Infidels 
can be againſt us; Since, had the Prophecies produced on this 
occaſion been known to make as little for the Apoſtles pur- 
poſe, as the Modern Jews would perſuade us they do, it is 
not to be conceived how they ſhould win one ſingle Proſe- 
lyte. Or if they did, He muſt be, as the then Phariſees ſtyled 
their people, accurſed indeed with ignorance, not only of 
their Law, but of all common Reaſon, above the moſt bar- 
barous people that ever lived. 
For, Though ſomewhat hath been offered to this purpoſe 
+ heretofore, yet to clear the Matter a little more, let us for + Serm. v. 
once ſuppoſe theſe miſtaken Allegations objected againſt us. 
Then muſt they needs be owing either to Ignorance, or to 
Deſign. If to the Former, one would expect to meet them 
moſt in Men moſt unacquainted with that Traditional Senſe 
of the Scriptures, which ſeems to have been received in the 
 7ewiſþ Church. If the Later, tis as reaſonable, they that 
uſe them ſhould be ſure of their Men, and chooſe out 
only Hearers ignorant in theſe Matters to practiſe thus 
upon. But now, as God would have it, the Fact is direct- 
ly contrary. St. Paul, who was brought up at (d) the Feet (4) Ads 
of Gamaliel, and had profited in the Law and the Traditions of i 
the Fathers above bis Equals, is the Man that uſes more f 
theſe Proofs than any other Writer; And moſt of all, when 
induſtriouſly oppoſing the Prejudices of Men verſed in the 
Law, and moſt intemperately zealous for it: The caſt of an 
Eye upon the Epiſtles to the Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, 
puts this beyond diſpute. St. Matthew again is thought to 
have written for the uſe of the Jem more particularly, and 
to have written for that reaſon in the Hebrew Tongue. It 
highly concerned Him therefore to be upon his guard; who 


had to deal with ſo competent Judges, and ſuch as would be 
ſure to ſnew him no favour; as indeed they ought nor, if 
he played them foul out of their own Scriptures. And 
S yet it is obvious, that this Wc” is more expreſs _ po- 
r Jah itive 
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ſitive in his manner of applying Prophecies to our Bleſſed 
Laws 20 urges a far greater number of them, than any. of 

the relt. . 
Now how abſurd, how infinitely deſpicable this Method 
muſt have rendred him, had the Aim of thoſe Prophecies been 
a point in Controverſy, an Inſtance or Two will ſuffice to de- 
| monſtrate. What St. John ſays of his own is equally true of 
+ John xx. all the Goſpels : + Theſe things were written that Men might 
3l believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, and that believing 
they might have Life through his Name. Which way then does 
St. Matthew go about to induce this Beliet ? At the very firſt 
ſetting out, after an account of Mary the Mother of Jeſus be- 
ing found with Child before any Cohabitation with her 
Husband, and the Teſtimony given to her Innocence by an 
(e) Matth. Angel; All this, he ſays, was done 05 that it might be fulfilled 
225 23. which was ſpoken of the Lord by the Prophet, ee. ehold a 
Virgin ſhall be with Child, and ſhall bring forth a Son, Gc. But, 
What was all this to his purpoſe, it that Prediction were not 
confeſſed to belong to the Meſſzah £ What is the profit he la- 
bours to make out of it > That the Meſſzah ſhould be born 
of a Virgin? No; But, this taken for granted, that 7eſws ha · 
ving fulfilled that Prophecy in being ſo born, therefore He 
was the Meſſzah. But how eaſily had all this pomp of a Quo- 
tation been confounded, had any body then thought of Heze- 
Kab, or the Prophet's Son, who we have ſince been told are the 
only Perſons character d by it? Again, 7eſ«s, he ſays, taught 
(f) Marth. he Multitudes in (F) Parables, that it might be fulfilled which 
1-34-35" was ſpoken by the Prophet, Iwill open my Mouth in Parables, Oc. 
How frivolous is this, ſuppoſing Aſaph to have no regard to 
the Meſſzah and his Doctrine, or that the Zews allowed him 
to have none, when he penn d the Ixxviii. Pſalm > Once 
(20 Marth, more. They crucified. him, (g) and parted: his Garments, caſt- 
ii. 35- ing Lots, tbat it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by the Pro- 


re did they caſt Lots. A fruitleſs, nay a ſenſeleſs Allega- 


| = They parted. my Garment s.among them, and upon my Le- 
tion, if the perſons. then argued with had already _ 
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that fancy of their Succeſſors, that Eſther, or David, or the 
ple of the Jews, and not the Meſſzah, were the true ſub- 

ject of the xxii. Pſalm. | 75D ity 
But, if the reaſoning upon falſe Principles of his own 

were ſo odd an undertaking in the Circumſtances of this 

Evangeliſt, to father thoſe falſe Principles upon his Adver- 

ſaries themſelves is ten times more monſtrous and inſuffer- 

able. Yet this he manifeſtly does in two famous Inſtances. 

One is that reſolution of the Chief Prieſts and Scribes, 

when conſulted by Herod where Chriſt (H) ſhould be born ; (b) Mah. ii. 

Theſe are introduced, determining Bethlehem for the place, 4, 5, 5: 

and grounding that Determination upon a Prophecy of 

Micah. Thus are they made to abet in moſt ſolemn man- 

ner the Opinion of a Paſſage belonging to Chriſt, which 

Others with as much confidence affirm to have no reſpect 

to any but Zorobabel. The Other is that puzzling Queſti- 

on, How Chriſt could (i) be David's Son, when he in Spirit (i) Ch. xi. 

call d him Lord, ſaying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fot thou t 4. 

on my right hand until I make thine Enemies thy footſtool ? 

To this, St. Matthew ſays, No Man could anſwer Jeſus 4 

Word, neither durſt any Man after that encounter him with 

any more Queſtions. But had the cx. Pſalm been then un- 

derſtood to belong to Abraham, or Eliezer, or Hezekiah, or 

indeed to any but Chriſt, ſure this was no ſuch difficulty to q 

ſtrike thoſe Oracles of the Law all dumb at once. Trypho 

found ſomething to reply to Zuſtin Martyr upon it, which 

had the Phariſees then been appriſed of, and acknowledged 

for Orthodox, they muſt of neceſſity have ſtruck Jeſus 

dumb. And his Apoſtle had been unpardonably impu- 

dent, to write the account of their being thus gravelVFd, 

and ſend it abroad in their own Language, to their own 

Countrymen, within eight or nine Years after fo remarka- 

ble a Conference, had the leaſt ſhadow of a Doubt re- 

mained, whether F eſus attacked them upon a true Princi- 

ple. Multitudes of like Examples might be produced, but 

theſe more than ſuffice to ſhew that our Lord and his Apo- 

& :1 B 2 ſtles 

= | 


4 
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ſtles cannot be imagined to have argued from any Prophe- 
cies concerning the Meſſzah, but ſuch as really belonged to 
him ; that they could not poſſibly make advantage of any, 
which were not by their Adverſaries and the whole Jew:/; 
Church acknowledged fo to do; that, _ any other 
Terms but theſe, they had been not only the moſt unfair, 
but the moſt unadviſed Diſputants that ever undertook a 
Cauſe; For indeed they had but expoſed their own confi- 
dence and folly, and to all intents and purpoſes ruined that 
&)Johni. 9. Doctrine, which they took ſo aukward and impracticable 
| mb 2 way to propagate and maintain. ©v® 
AMV. 1). 2. That which confirms this Aſſertion yet more, is the 
(m) Ha. xlix. Frequency and the Significance of thoſe many Titles and 
ppg Alluſions applyed to 7eſus by Himſelf and his Diſciples. 
%) Zech. vi. For, do we think theſe had no farther regard than meer] 
12. rendred to the Effects and Qualities which rendred ſuch Reſemblan- 
Jai. ces apt and lively? Yes certainly, they had all a retroſpect: 
() Malacke19: For, though their fitneſs was the Cauſe of their being uſed | 
Opal. xix. by the Prophets, yet the true reaſon why they are adapted 
compare Rom. to Feſus in the New, is that they were the known Chara- 
(O auh. ers of the Meſſiah in the Old Teſtament. Conſequently, 
xxi- 44- in. He, who ſhould aſſume theſe to himſelf, did by that very 
1 Action conſtructively aſſume the Meſſiahſhip. Thus Jeſi 
arch. Xi. 42. is (A) called the true Light and the Light of the World, not 
Rebe. i. 70. Only as he exlightens every Man that cometh into it ; but be- 
0 Ia. viii. 14. cauſe he is Balaanr's ( Star, Iſaiah's Light (n) of the Gen- 
png 07 tiles, Zachary's (u) Eaſt, Malachi's Sun (o) of Righteouſneſs, 
34. Rom. ix. and David's Sun () that goes from one end of the Heaven 
23. 1 Per. ii. to the other, and from whoſe cheering light and genial heat 
0 Bar fl. 45. wothing is bid. Thus is he a () Stone, not only as bruiſmg: 
355 x.2, them that fall npon him, and grinding them on whom he falls 
eh Pl: mil. F& Powder, but becauſe the Corner (r) Stone of David, the 
8 fr xl. 11. ffumbling Stone (f) of Iſaiah, the Stone (t) cut ont of the 
Oak i, Mountains without hands in Daniel 80 is hea'(#) Shepherd, 
;  Zccl mitts becauſe (w) David, and (x) Iſaiab, and Ezekiel (), and 
7. OMe 


/ ve. Techariah (z), had repreſented the Meſſzah as ſuch. He 
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isa Door (a), with Alluſion to that Key of the Houſe of B- 
vid given the Meſſiah, which openeth and no Man ſhutteth 


- 5. 
yling him the Bridegroom *, the Forty fifth Pſalm, and the 8 Zech. iii. 2. 


Book of Canticles are neceſſary Keys. In a word, Every +: 
attentive Reader may ſoon ſatisfie himſelf, that theſe and 
many other like Reſemblances proceed conftantly upon the 
Ideas of the Old Teſtament ; that the deſign and juſt im- 
portance of the Phraſeology of the New, are never to be 
rightly accounted for, but by comparing it with the Idioms 
of the Old; and that every Application of theſe to Zeſws is 
a virtual declaration of his being the Meſſiab. Now this 
I take to prove ſomewhat more than my former Particu- 
lar; For, whereas then I only urged, that in ſet Applica- 
tions of Prophecies the Apoſtles muſt needs have taken 
their Meaſures from the received Notions of the Zewiſh: 


Church; Here it is made moſt highly credible, that the 


Characters of the Meſſzah were fo familiarly known, fo un- 
animouſly agreed on, that even the Metaphorical Deſcrip- 
tions of him were eſteemed proper and ſufficient Inſinuati- 
ons that 7eſus was that Perſon. Elegance and Aptneſs are 
common to theſe with other Similitudes, but there is an 
Energy and Weight peculiar to theſe alone; a myſticat 
and noble importance, which no Author leſs than the Spi- 
rit of God could contrive, and no Subject leſs than the Son 
of God could fill and be commenſurate to. 

3. But, that we may not be reproached with depending 
altogether upon Preſumptions, though Theſe alone may 
in ſome Caſes, and ſhould (one would think) in This, on- 
vince any reaſonable Man, who conſiders the full force of 
them; I add, Third/y, That the Allegations made from the 


Old Teſtament of Prophecies concerning the Meſſzah are 


abundantly; 


a) Joh. x. g. 
compare Ita. 
? xxii. 22. Rev. 


and ſhutteth and no Man openeth. To underſtand the pro- iii. 2. | 
priety of our Lord's calling himſelf the True Vine (b), we 8 * 
mult have an Eye to [/aiah's Song of the (c) Vine pard, to his i, 16. ti 4. 
Root of Feſſe, to his tender Plant, to Feremy's (d) and Zecha- (] Jerem. 


= (e Branch. And to comprehend the fitneſs of the Baptiſt 75, * * 


* John 111. 29. 
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abundantly juſtified by the very Expoſitions of the later 
emo themſelves. ' For, although Errour have been in the 
preſent, as in moſt inſtances we find it, fruitful and wild to 
the laſt degree; yet (till ſo over-bearing is the power of 
Truth, that it is very difficult, if barely poſſible, to name 
one ſingle Prediction of the many applyed to the Bleſſed 
7eſws, which One or Other of their moſt celebrated Wri- 
ters do not acknowledge to belong to the Meſſiab. The 
proof of this by entring into 2 is 2 {ets 
1 ſet me here render impracticable; but thoſe 
| * K. N among us who are re in + Authors 
88 1 3 80 that have laboured in this Controverſy, 

© Judgmentofthe Jewiſh Church know What I now affirm to be undeniable 

againſt the Unitarians, Matter of Fact. | 

3 4. It may indeed be replyed, that the Judgment of pri- 
vate Perſons is of ſmall conſideration, when oppoſed to the 
Sentiments of the preſent Synagogue in general: That the 
Modern Jem do abſolu tely deny to the Prophecies quoted 
in the New Teſtament the Views there aſcribed to them, 
and .apply them to quite different purpoſes and perſons : 
Thatthis on the other hand, in a people valuing themſelves 
ſo much upon uninterrupted Tradition, is a violent Pre- 
ſumption of the antient Synagogue being in the ſame No- 
tions. The Fact, ſo far as relates to the preſent Synagogue, 
is in great meaſure true. The ems have now quite ſnift- 
ed the Queſtion, by putting Matters in debate between us 
upon a different foot; and repreſenting thoſe things as 
doubtful, nay falſe, the truth whereof, I have been all this 
while perſuading you, their more ingenuous Anceſtors ne- 
ver demurr'd to at all. But then this flying off from the 
Notions of their Forefathers will not appear a thing, ci- 
ther ſtrange in it ſelf, or of any mighty Conſequence againſt 
us If we conſider, Either, (1.) The Occaſion of this 
Change, very probably imputed to the deſtruction of their 
City and Polity, which, confounding all their Expectati- 
ons of a glorious Meſſiah, put them upon new Meaſures,” 


by 


— 


15 


f Prophecies vindicated. 


by applying to Hezekiah, Zorobabel, or ſome other perſon 
highly favoured of God, thoſe Predictions which they ſaw 
muſt needs be fulfilled, while their State and Temple ſtood : 
Or, (2.) The Darkneſs which would naturally follow upon 
their long Diſperſion and unparallel'd Calamities, when they 
fell into the hands of perſecuting Powers, who hated Them 
and'their Religion molt implacably : Or, (3.) The monſtrous- 
Inconſiſtencies of their new Expoſitions, not more irreconci- 
lable with Ours than with one another ; and, even taken apart, 
ſo manifeſtly abſurd, that in many caſes the very Text it ſelf 
bears evidence againſt Each of them. Inſomuch that ſome 
Jof them have even been driven to deny that the Meſſrah's Sc 2 
Coming was a fundamental Article of Faith, or ſupported by Jenin 
any other Authority beſides that of Tradition: Or, (4.) The _ | 
neglect of applying themſelves to the Written, and attending > *© 
wholly to their Oral Law; affecting to be accurare in Cere- 
monies while they continued careleſs of their Doctrines: | 
Hence this ſort of Learning (g) hath been cryed up to G I 
a degree of Profaneneſs, and the Study of the Scriptures WL wg 
diſcouraged and vilify d even to Blaſphemy. It being an Hwnbeck 
Obſervation ſaid to be as near our Saviour's time as the 1 7% 
Reign of Trajan (H), that Reading the Old Teſtament made the Gb) Tudg- 
Jews turn Hereticky, Which ſure is no. ſmall Credit to men of 
our Cauſe, fince by that reproachful Title then, as for the Jewiſh 
moſt part now, the Zewiſh Idiom means no other than Chri- chap. ., 
ſtians . Or, (5.) Their violent Partiality and furious Preju- 
dices againſt Zeſus and his Diſciples, which ſtuck at nothing 
though never ſo falſe and wicked to. oppoſe and. diſgrace 
them: Witneſs that impious and venomous heap of Lies ra- 
ked together in their Toldoth Jeſu, and other execrable Blaſ-- 
N 15 againſt his Perſon and Doctrine. We cannot won- 

er if this Rage put them upon that (in compariſon modeſt) 
Treachery, of tampering with their Scriptures, and labouring 
with all their might to make them look another way: We 
need no other Confeſſion of this, than what an Interpreter 
of great (i) renown hath left us in his Comment on the 38 
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pſalm. Whoſe feeble attempts to wreſt that Evidence out of 
our hands come all at laſt to this; Our Great Maſters have in- 


terpreted this Pſalm of Meſſiah the King, but I ſhall interpret 
it of David himſelf; that we may have wherewith to anſwer the 


Hereticks : And leaſt of all is this departing of the Preſent 
from the Antient Synagogue, to be either doubted or great- 
ly regarded; if to all theſe former Reflexions we add, (Laſt- 


5, That 4 8 Blindneſs and Hardneſs of Heart, ſo often 


and expreſly threatned, ſo viſibly and lamentably inflicted, on 
this once Elect People of God. He in his infinite Mercy re- 
move it, bring back theſe wandring Sheep to that Fold from 
whence they have ſo miſerably ſtray d, and open their Eyes 
eſſectually, that they may ſee the wondrous things of his Law, 
and its agreement with his Bleſſed Goſpel !. i 

The Sum of my Argument is thus much. If the Apoſtles 
cannot be ſuppoſed, with any propriety of Reaſoning or pro- 


ſpect of Succeſs, to offer, or indeed to be heard, in the Alle- 


gation of Prophecies concerning the Meſſiab, which the 


Jewiſh Church at that time did not agree to be intended of 


him ; If this Agreement were ſo general, that even Figura- - 
tive Alluſions from thoſe Prophecies were uſed as Inſinua- 


tions familiar and well underſtood by the common People, 


that the Perſon ſo characteriſed was the Meſſzah ;_ If all the 


- Prophecies thus alledged appear even yet by ſome or other 


of their moſt eminent ors to be interpreted of the Meſ- 


faah; And if the Diſagreement of the preſent and antient Sy- 
nagogue may be very fairly accounted for: Then, I may 


hope, the Chriſtian Interpretation of Prophecies, as to the 


Ground of it, is vindicated. They are very quarrelſom Ad- 
 verfaries indeed, who will not endure to be diſputed with 


doing otherwiſe : All which abundantly. invalidates the 


1 
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III. The next thing! obliged my {elf to, is, To juſtifie the 
Manner of this Interpretation, by ſhewing, that the Chriſti- 


ans in applying theſe Prophecies kept to their true Senſe, and 


urged them for no other Events, than ſuch as their natural or 
otherwiſe allowed Conſtruction proved them to be accom- 
pliſhed in. | 2 

Nou, upon this Occaſion we may do well to obſerve, that 


the: Chriſtian Interpreters ha ve proceeded in ſomewhat dif- 


ferent Methods; Each, as they apprehend, agreeable to the 
Principles of our Adverſaries, in expounding the Books of 
the Old Teſtament. For, 1 5 

1. Firſt, Some there ate, who think the allowing any 


paſſage of Prophetick Scripture more Views or Senſes than 


One, tq be a very dangerous and improper way of Interpret- 
ing; that it weakens the Authority of theſe Sacred Oracles, 


and gives advantage to our Enemies; Expoſes them to the In- 


ſults of the Profane upon the account of pretendedAmbigui- 
ties; And hardens the Jews in their Infidelity, who (now at 
leaſt) hold this for a Principle, that the Prophets had but 


one ſingle Intention in all they ſpoke ; Conſequently, that, 


when any Prediction is once fulfilled, it hath anſwered the 
utmoſt purpoſe of the Holy Ghoſt, and they have done with 


it for eyer. They therefore deny us the privilege of apply- 


ing to Chriſt, what we acknowledge in any ſenſe or reſpect 
to have been fulfilled in Joſbua, or David, or Solomon, or 
any other perſon whatſoever. And not They only, but ſome 


_ Chriſtians too urge, that a Prophecy, to make any benefit of 


it, ought to agree with its Perſon or Event, at leaſt if with dif- 
terent Events, yet ſtill with the ſame Perſon, ſo as to decypher 
him as punctually as a Logical Definition does the thing de- 
fined by it: That otherwiſe the End of ſuch Predictions is 
loſt; by leaving the Mind in Darkneſs and -Suſpenſe, when 
not. confined to One determinate Subject, excluſive of all O- 
thers. They admit, that many eminent Perſons were Types 
of the Meſſiah; upon which account the Paſſages concerning 


Them miniſtred pertinent Occaſions, laid hold on by the Ho- 
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ly Ghoſt, for breaking out into lofty Flights, and very mag- 
nificent Characters of the Meſſiab ſo typified z But they will 
not allow this Typical Capacity to extend ſo far, as to give 
thoſe perſons the honour of having any ſhare in the Predi- 
ctions themſelves. Theſe they judge incommunicable to any 
but the Meſſzah ; and fay, that when the meaner and more 
immediate Subject was once left, all that concerns the ſub- 
limer and more remote does in no degree interfere or parti- 
cipate with the Other. Hence they deny to David any part 
in the xxii. and Ixix. and ſo to Solomon in the ii, xlv, or Ixxii 
Pſalms; Any farther than as the Afflictions of the One, and 
the Glories of the Other, rendred the Compoſer's Meditati- 
ons upon Theſe a convenient Step and proper Introduction 
to the much greater Sufferings and Glorics of the Meſſzah 
prefigured by them. And thus they account for thoſe vain- 
ly boaſted Objections of Incoherence, which Men not well 
' acquainted with the Spirit and Manner of Prophetick Ser 
ture raiſe ſuch a-duſt about : Whereas a more familiar and 
attentive Converſation with theſe Books might ſoon evince, 
that theſe Exceptions have no ground at all, except in the Ig- 
norance or Inadvertency of thoſe that make them. | 
They think it no ſmall advantage to this Opinion, thatthe 
moſt antient Fathers of the Church ſeem all along to have 
proceeded thus in their diſputes with the Enemies of the 
Truth. Thus Juſtiz againſt Trypho, Tertullian againſt the 
| Jews, Origen againſt Celſas, and (for the generality) Euſebius 
in his Demonſtration, appeal to the Prophecies given in Evi- 
dence, as incapable, in any propriety of Speech, of being in- 
terpreted of Any but our Bleſſed Lord alone. But above all, 
they plead the Examples of the inſpired Apoſtles themſelves : 
Ades St. Peter ( in his Sermon on the Day of Pentecoſt, and St. 
Paul in that to the Synagogue of Antioch, plainly excluding 
David from thoſe words of the Sixteenth Pſalm, though ut- 
tered in the firſt Perſon, Thon ſhalt not leave my Soul in Hell, 
either ſhalt thou ſuffer thy Holy one to ſee Corruption. And, 
Lafily, Though they look upon the Apoſtles arguing from 


Types 
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Type as an irrefragable proof of the Jews of that Age own- 


e they do not diſcern the ſame Evidence oftheir 
— a 


and ſecondary View of Scripture, by any ſuch 


Expoſitions left us in the New Teſtament. 


2. On the other hand, St. Jerome 4, and the generality of. + Heron, in 


Interpreters in the following Centuries treading in his 
Steps, have allowed ſeveral Prophetick Scriptures to proceed © 
upon more Views than One, to contain more Senſes hon One, 
and to reſpect more Perſons than One. Hence they conceive - 


in ſome both an Hiſtorical and a Prophetical Importance, of 


which St. Joh hath given a famous Inſtance, when apply- 
ing to our Saviour dead upon the Croſs, and the Soldiers 
thereupon forbearing to break his Legs, that Precept touch- 


ing the Paſchal Lamb, A Bane (I) of bim ſhall not be broken. (1) joh. 
Others they eſteem entirely Propherical, but ſo as to concern . 86. 
ſome nearer Event firſt, and afterwards ſome nobler and more ,; 


diſtant : And This again ſo implyed, that ſometimes Both 
are verified in the natural Signification of the Words; ſome- 
times the One in the Literal and a the Other in the 
Myſtical or Figurative, and obliquely, Thus the Expreſſi- 
ons often run ſo high, as to denote Events and Characters 
tooglorioully'gr eat for the Thing or Perſon next at hand; 

which is elend a certain Indication of their having i in 
proſpe& ſome Other more remote, in which they are to find 
their juſt Completion. Tis thus that Many have underſtood 


Pe owe Iſaiah, concerning the Pro WE: Son firſt and 
n part, but ultimately and ay of Feſus Chriſt. Thus, | 


— of Nu han to David, thus the ii, Ixxil, Ixxxix, and Xæxxii 
Pfalms, concerning Solomon fubordinately, but Chriſt in the 


full Latitude, and moſt exalted Senſe. Thus the xxii and 


Ixix Pſams, of David's barbarous Treatment in the Figura- 
tive, but of the Indignities and Sufferings of the Meſſiab, in 
their adequate and literal Importance. Thus, Lefty, Thoſe 


of I/i#h xxxiv. Dan. ĩx. Joel ii. Malach. iv. and ſeveral ſuch 

like, of the Calamities and Devaſtations of the Jews the 

V1 iſt by 'Nebrchadnezzar,the Second by Amntiochns aa” 
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Dan. xi, 


xii. 


* 


* * 
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all of them by Titus afterwards; And not only ſo, but of 
theſe Events again, as ſo many Shadows of the dreadful Day 


of Judgment; and the Period put to that Typical Age and 

State, as the laſt great Emblem of the Conſummation of all 

Things, and the Diſſolution of the whole World. 
And indeed in the Jem being a Typical People, (a Noti- 


on, which, as I have argued formerly, muſt needs have onee 


been current Doctrine, and could not be derived from any 


but themſelves ) In this, I ſay, it is, that theſe Interpreters 


conceive ſuch a twofold importance of the Scriptures to have 


a ſufficient Foundation. They are not aware of any Injury 
done to the Word or Truth of God by it; becauſe theſe are 


not Paſſages ambiguous and dark, like the deceitful Oracles 
of the Old Heathens, which might be turned even to contra- 
ry Senſes, and were induſtriouſly contrived ſo to be: But the 
various Senſes of the Prophets are all conſiſtent witli, nay 


all ſubſervient to each other; and.the Prophet's deſign is not 
to be thought wholly anſwered, till his words have been 


made good in every one. They hold it very conſonant to 


"Both, might not in ſome. Pa 


the Circumſtances of Men, carried as it were out of them- 
ſelves, of Minds enlarged and agitated by a Divine Impulſe, 
to deliver the Thoughts ſuggeſted to them, in a manner not 


ſtrictly methodical and confined to one Subject throughout. 
But, as the Perſons who were Types of Chriſt were not ſo in 
all, but in ſome particular regards only; ¶ David, for the pur- 


Poſe, in his Afflictions, and Solomon in his Glory: ) So no- 


thing hinders why the 8 which had an Eye to 


Paſlages reſpe& Both; (the One in 
a ſtrict, the Other in a qualified ſenſe,) in ſome the Antitype 


only, in ſome again the Type only, and not the Antitype at 


all: by reaſon the Perſon Typical, though he did in Some, 


yet did not in the Circumſtances there mentioned, ſuſtain the 
Character of a Type. He that ſhall. conſider the vii. of the 


| Seeond of Samuel, the lxxxix and cxxxii Pſalms, (they pre- 


— 


ſume) will at once underſtand, and aſſent to this Diſtinction. 
They ures this,as a Mathod exceeding proper for the Berl, 
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tical Diſpenſation, cheriſhing a conſtant hope of, and carrying 

Mens Eyes forward to future and better, through a Vail of 

preſent Bleſſings; and propounding the Meſſzah as the End 
and Subſtauce of all the myſtical Figures and Adumbrations 

of the Law. Thus each of theſe Predictious ſo conceived 

was more ſignificant and valuable, when the Bleſſing was not 

only promiſed, but in ſome meaſure beſtowed ; And every 

partial Accompliſhment was a freſh, confirmation to their 

Faith; An Evidence and 7 paid down in hand of its 

nobleſt, moſt ſpiritual, and beſt Completion, which all the 

Ideas miniſtred by the words could poſſibly import. Upon 

this account, (they contend) the Truth, as well as the Wiſ- 

dom and Goodneſs of God, was not the leſs but more con- 
ſpicuous. Again, They find this an effectual Expedient for 
removing all the Difficulties pretended to ariſe from ſuch Pro- 

phecies taken in one ſimple View, by preſerving the coherence 

of the Text, and that Hiſtorical Senſe, which the Thread of 

the Author's Diſcourſe and the immediate Occaſions of the 
reſpective Paſſages ſeem to require. They urge again, that 

the Modern Jews refuling ſuch Expoſitions of Scripture in 

the diſpute between us, they cannot think an Argument ſuf- 

ficient for laying them aſide 5 Not only becauſe they herein 

plainly contradict themſelves, by condemning in Us a Method 

which they at other times magnify to ſo extravagant a de- 

gree, as to ſay that every Letter (n) in their Lam hath vaſt (m See _ 

ains hanging at it; (Senſes they mean of weighty and . TOY 

ſpiritual import:) But more particularly, becauſe it ought Prop. *. 
not to appear ſtrange, that They who have thought it con- Sag. Ha. 
venient to abandon in great meaſure the Doctrine of Types, 

ſhould fo far conſiſt with themſelves, as to diſclaim. the Inter- 
pretations grounded upon it. When yet, tor what appears, 
theſe: too might ſpeak. the true ſenſe of the antient Syna- - 

gogue, and be renounced, like that Doctrine, for the ſervice to 
the Chriſtian Cauſe, which the later 7eme were apprehenſive 
might be done by it. And, Laſtly, though they think this 
Method reaſonable in many, yet they do not inſiſt upon it is 
| all : 
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all Prophecies. Some being ſo directly, ſo incommunicably ly 


intended of the Meſſiab, that, when the Jews labour moſt to 


ind another Subject for them, they run themſelves into 


Abſurdities, as manifeſt as they are inextricable. 


The balancing theſe Allegations on either ſide, did not 


| Neceſſity compel, yet Decency and Choice would determine 
me to leave to Others. Let it ſuffice at preſent, that the main 


Cauſe is ſecured either way. For Both agree the Prophecies 
to be properly fulfilled in Chriſt, and in none but Him. is 
only with this difference, The One aſſerts them to be in no 
ſenſe or reſpect at all, The Other, though in a limited and 
ſubordinate, yet not in their ultimate deſign and full extent, 
to be completed in any other Perſon. = 

But be that as it will, I add yet farther, that no rational 


Doubt can remain, whether the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians 


did not alledge every Prophecy quoted out of the Old Teſta- 
ment, in that very Senſe which the Jews then received, and 
were perſuaded the Holy Ghoſt intended it in. The Argu- 
ments before inſiſted on prove this with equal force, as they 
did the Former Branch of this Head. For no Man need be 
told, that the Attempt had been as impertinent, the Affront 


to Mens Reafon as inſolent and daring, the Event as fruit- 


leſs, nay as fatal to their Cauſe, I e falſe or 


cControverted ſenſe on the Predictions confeſſedly belonging 
to the Meſſiab; as it would have been to urge ſuch Predicti- 


ons as were not acknowledged to belong at all to the Me 


Tis therefore as trifling and ridiculous for the Jem to tell 
us, that They pierced my Hands amd my beet ; they parted my 


Garments among them, and upon my Veſture did 1 caſt Lots, 


and They gave me Gall to eat and Vinegar to drink, were Fi- 


gurative Expreſſions only ; when we ſee what uſe the Evan- 
geliſts make of their literal and plain ſenſe; As it is to per- 
ſuade us, that David or Eſther, or the Jewiſb People, are the 
perſons meant in thoſe Pſalms, without any regard at all to 
the e ſſiab, when we find what advantage is taken from thoſe 
Pſalms literally fulfilled in Jeſs, to prove him the Meſſaxh. = 

8 = truth, 
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truth, the ſtricteſt Maſters of Science have allowed in many 
Caſes a manifeſt abſurdity of the Contraxy, to amount even 
to a Demonſtration. And the Preſumption oppoſite to what I 
am contending for is fo exorbitant and monſtrous, that no- 
thing leſs than a ſuppoſition of downright madneſs in the 
Apoltles, and the utmoſt degree of ſtupidity in the 7ews 
they had to deal with, can ever make it go down. Tis well 
oblerved by a Great Man ()] of our own, that e Jewiſh Cu Dr. 
Traditions contrary to the Law of God heve done leſs hurt to Jackſon, 
Religion, than the loſs of ſome Jewiſh Traditions, or Rules for $66. ii. 
interpreting Scripture, which had been received among the anti- Ch. ix. 
ent Hebrew Rabbins, but rejected by the latter Jewilh Maſters, 55+ 
For, had it pleaſed the Providence of God to tranſmit to us 
their Antient Sentiments, we ſhould queſtionleſs have been 
able out of their own Mouths to detect and condemn their 
wicked Shifts ; by ſhewing expreſly, what (as it is) we have 
the greateſt Moral Certainty of, that the Apoſtles took no 
one ſtep toward their Converſion, but upon firm ground, 
and wn the Principles of their own, Synagogue {upport- 
ed them in. 
0 now, if this be ſo, the Jews Objection mentioned * Serm vil 
the laſt Day, concerning our forced and myſtical Conſtructi- P. s 
on of Scripture, is effectually ſilenced. For, if we bring no 
Texts concerning the Meſſiab, which they did not allow to 
concern him; nor urge them in any fenfe which they did 
not admit; then I am ture the Jews cannot profit themſelves. 
of, nor can We fairty be accountable for ſuch pretended In- 
| coherences. It lyes upon the Synagogue to vindicate it felf ; 
lince whatſoever Reaſons were ſuffictent for referring theſe 
Paſſages to the Meſſiah before his Coming, the ſame will not 
fail to bear us out in interpreting them of the Meſſzah after 
his Coming. 30 oy | 
IV. My Third Particular, by carrying me fo far hath ſome- 
0 what abridged the Liberty I hoped to have had for conſider- 
> ing the Fourth and Laſt Head, viz. T he proper Force of Argu- 
1 wents drawn from this Topick of Prophecies, aud how far the 
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_— The Chriſtian "Interpretation. 
Proof of the Chriſtian Religion doth really depend upon them. 
1. That which renders the ſetting this Matter in a true 
Light the more neceſſary is a Notion advanced by ſome, that 
Miracles are the adequate and {ole Foundation of a Chriſti- 
an's Faith ; and that the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 

as applied to Feſ#s in the New, are not ſo much Argu- 
ments for receiving Him in the quality of the Meſſzah, as 

apt Accommodations of Paſſages literally and properly fulfil- 
led before, but myſtically and ſecondarily ſuited to Other 
Actions and Events afterwards. By which Congruity they 
illuſtrate and confirm ſome Truths already aſſented to upon 
Evidence of another king. 

In order at once to confute this Opinion (greatly injuri- 
ous to the Authority of the antient Scriptures, and the Me- 
thods of propagating the Chriſtian Religion,) and to eſta- 
bliſh the Point I am now upon, ſo far as the time will per- 
mit me, I deſire Four things may be obſerved. 

1. That Prophecy is it {elf one Species of Miracles. The 
foretelling diſtant Events purely contingent is in its own na- 
ture as impoſſible to be done, except by His direction, who, 
having all Events abſolutely at his own diſpoſal, alone can 
inform Men what he defigns to bring about of this kind; as 
are Healing Diſeaſes with a word, Raiſing the Dead, or any 

the moſt amazing Operations whatſoever, without the In- 
terpoſition of his Power, who, Having all Cauſes and Effects 
under his Governance, alone can enable Men to act beſide or 
above the ſetled Courſe of Nature. Hence Each oftheſe are 
placed upon an equal foot under the Jewiſo Law. The 
Worker of a Sign or Wonder was to be believed, provided 
he taught nothing derogatory to the Worſhip of the True 
God. TheForeteller of things which accordingly came to 
paſs was to be received as a Prophet of the Lord, upon the 
ike Condition. The Reaſon in both is the ſame; That 
God, by whom only either of theſe could be effected, will not 
permit Credit to be given to Impoſtures and humane In- 
ventions, by ſuch Operations as himſelf hath reſerved and 
appointed 
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appointed for Divine Truths, and Seals of an Authority de- 

rived from Him. In this Senſe therefore it may be ſaid in- 

deed that the Chriſtian Religion ſtands on the bottom of 
Miracles; But then, ſince Prophecies themſelves are Miracles, 

this isa Senſe foreign to the Caſe in hand. For it renders 

the Oppoſition implyed to be between them altogether im- 
pertinent, and amounts to no more at laſt, than a Diſtinction 

without any real Difference. | 

2. Taking then Miracles and Prophecies apart, thus I think 

we may truly ſay, that Miracles alone had been Evidence ſuf- 

ficient of the Chriſtian Faith, ſuppoſing no Prophecies ever 

to have been given. This the Jews cannot upon their own 
Principles deny; becauſe adhering to a Law eſtabliſhed by 
Miracles, but not predicted (fo far as can be made appear) by 

any Prophet. I know, they inſiſt upon the Appearances of 

the Divine Majeſty at Mount Sinai, as Convictions more ſelf- 
evident, than Any ever exhibited before or ſince. But this 

comes not up to the Point in debate. We are not now com- 

paring Miracles with one another, but enquiring whether 

Any Miracles, the moſt illuſtrious and evident that can be, are 

a ſufficient and adequate foundation of Faith. I know too, 

that God's Promiſe to take the Seed of Abrahaz for his pecu- 
liar People may be eſteemed an implicit Prediction of thoſe 
Ordinances whereby he ſeparated them to himſelf. But it is 

to be noted, that they were the People of God from the time 

of that Promiſe, that the Scripture (o) ſtyles them ſuch du- (0 Exod. 
ring their Bondage in Egypt , and that Circumcifion had 7: 1% 
(p) ſealed this Covenant long before the giving of the Law. 7. vii. 16. 
Whatever Evidence then ſufficed for the Authority of Their ji 1, 20. 
Law, the like might have ſufficed for the Authority of Our x. 3. 6% 
Goſpel. Conſequently, Miracles alone had been ſufficient for Heb-xi. 25. 
the Gentiles, who had no revealed Word ; and by the ſame @) wm roy 
reaſon muſt have been ſufficient for the Jews, admitting that17. compare 
no Prophecies had been imparted to them; Becauſe this Sup- Sen. l. 


poſition would render Their caſe and that of the Gentiles in 1223 
this reſpect the ſame. | I. 
| D 3. And 
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3. And yet I muſt add, Third/y, That, conſidering the defe- 
rence paid to Predictions of future Contingencies among the 
Heathens themſelves, Prophecies and their reſpective Accom- 

pliſhments well made out may very naturally be ſuppoſed as 
proper a Motive of Faith, even to Theſe, as Miracles of any 
bother ſort. And therefore They, who make juſt Reflexions 
upon the beſt and wiſeſt Heathen Authors, ſuch as have left 
no ground for ſuſpecting them of Superſtition or too caſy a 
Credulity, will think great wrong done to this Argument, by 
them who affirm, that Prophecies, well atteſted and ſtrictly ful- 
filled, would not be admitted with the very Gentiles, as weom- 
petent Foundation of Doctrines brought by perſons ſo pre- 
bens though ſuch as were in no degree known or believed 

efore. | : torn r ah 

4. But, then we may very confidently affirm,Forrtbly, That, 
to the 7ews, Arguments of this kind were indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary, nay even ſtronger Motives of Aſſent in this caſe than 
any ſort of Miracles whatſoever. Neceſſary, becauſe to Men, 
who had received theſe Prophecies as of Divine Authority, 
the Truth of God ſtood bound to ſee them performed: And 
therefore Theſe were not only Inſtructions to whom they 
ought, but Warnings io whom they muſt not hearken, as the 
Meſſiah. For the accompliſhing or not accompliſhing the Pre- 
dictions allowed to concern that Character was ſufficient to 
determine the Title of any that ſhould take it to himſelf. And 
to Them again ſtronger proof than Miracles apart; becauſe 
Thoſe were common to Others, but Theſe pecular to Him. 
Hence, in his Anſwer to the Baptiſt's Diſciples, our Lord's Ap- 

% Math. peal lyes not to Miracles in (q) general, but to ſuch of them 
xi.Luke vii. more eſpecially as were predicted of the Meſfzah. Any other 
toy, Miracles would have proved Jeſus a Prophet, but none but 
and hi. ſuch as were expreſs Marks left for that purpoſe, could diſtin- 
guiſh him from the reſt, and prove him to be the Great and 
generally expected Prophet. And thus the Teſtimony of Mi- 
racles was comprehended in that of Prophecy. Again, This 
was a ſtronger Motive to the eme, becauſe Miracles were an 

| | Evidence 
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Evidence to Mankind at large; But Prophecies fulfill d were 
calculated for the Circumſtances of that People, and would, : 
if rightly weighed, have obviated all the Difficulties uſed, or 
even poſſible, to be objected by them. This Argument refers 
them to their own Scriptures, proceeds upon already grant- 
ed Principles, asks nothing but the comparing Predictions 
believed to be God's, with the Events atteſted Ey their own 
Senſes. And, ſince they allow the Events to be ordered, and 
the Predictions inſpired, by the ſame God, a God unchange- 
able and always conſiſtent with himſelf; Theſe Accompliſh- 
ments ſeem to be a reaſonable Anſwer to any raſh Objections 
grounded upon a ſuppoſed Contrariety between the Law and 
the Goſpel. For, Is it an Imagination to be entertained, nay 
ſo much as to be endured, by any who think reverently of 
God, That a Work of Love and Wonder, ſo great as the 
{ending his Son to redeem the World, ſhould be 1n agitation 
full Four thouſand Years: That each ſucceeding Age in this 
long Space ſhould have ſome notice of it; That the ſeveral 
Characters he was to ſuſtain ſhould be as it were parcell'd out 
to be communicated by ſo many different hands, living at 
times and places ſo remote, that any Confederacy between 
them was abſolutely impoſſible ; That each in his turn ſhould, 
if I may ſo ſay, draw a Feature, and leave a diſtinguiſhing 
Stroke behind him; That One ſhould deſcribe his Parentage, 
Another the Time, Another the Place, Another the uncom- 
mon Manner of his Birth; Some the moſt remarkable Acti- 
ons and Events of his Life; Several the moſt Minute and al- 
together Singular Circumſtances of his Death; Others his 
Reſurrection, nay the very Day of it; Others his Aſcent to 


. the Throne of God, and the perpetual duration of his King- -_ 
t dom: That all this ſnould be done, not in Words only, but, 

0 the more to awaken Men's Obſervation, in Facts too: That, 

1 beſides a Worſhip, a Temple, a City and State Typically Pro- 


- phetical, ſeveral Eminent Perſons ſhould be raiſed up, like fo 
many Sketches or rough imperfe& Draughts, Copies and Mo- 

n dels in little, reſembling this Eminent Prophet, Prieſt, and 
oy | | D 2 Kin 25 _ 


28 


The Chriſtian Interpretation 


King; Some in one Lineament or Capacity, ſome in another; But 


above all, that every one of theſe Strokes or Touches ſhould be di- 
rected by the unerring Hand of God, to make at laſt One finiſhed 
Picture; on purpoſe that the Original, when brought in view, might 
be infallibly known, by being compared with thoſe Lines and Chara- 
Qters drawn at leaſt Four hundred Years before: That the Salvation 
of Thouſands of Millions of Souls ſhould depend upon acknow- 
ledging the Perſon thus typified and foretold : And yet that the Lo- 
ver of Souls and the God of Truth ſhould appoint, nay or ſo much 
as permit, any Perſon to be in every Part and Line exactly like that 
Piece, who was not the very defigned Original ; This, I ſay, take 
it all together, is an Imagination ſo infinitely abſurd, that it at once 
over-turns all our Notions of the Wiſdom, and Truth, and Good- 
neſs of God. It does not only contrad ict the great Intent of all Re- 
vealed Religion, but.can never be admitted without Violence and 
manifeſt Affront to natural Reaſon it ſelf. | 
Now This we maintain to be the very Caſe of eſus of Nazareth; 
and think the Firſt and Fourth of thoſe Objections, laid down the 
Laſt Day againſt Our Interpretation of Prophecies, altogether inva- 
lidated by what hath been urged here, added to the Reaſons for the 


* Serm. vii. Obſcurity of Prophecies aſſigned under my Ei Head. And if This 


p. 7, 8. 


be indeed the caſe, ſhall Any who calls himſelf Chriſtian ſo far 


- betray the Cauſe of his Religion, as to ſay, that the Predictions of 


the Old Teſtament, as fulfillFd in %u, and referr'd to him in the 


New, are not proper, are not in truth moſt powerful Arguments to. 
create a Belief of his being the Meſab? Muſt we believe it, be- 


fore theſe can be of any uſe to us? And, can they then do us no far- 
ther Service, than meerly to ſatisfy us ſomewhat more fully in Mat- 
ters, the belief whereof was eſtabliſhed ſufficiently and already ef. 
fected without them? By what we are able to judge of our Lord 
and his Apoſtles, They ſeem to have been of quite another mind. 


. Elſe why did He refer the. Zeros ſo often to their own Scriptures, as 


teſtifying of Him? Why ſet about perſuading the Men of Naz- 


Cr) Luke „eth with a (7) remarkable Paſſage in 1/azah, and declaring it that 
iv. 18, — Day fulfitl'd in their Ears? Why did he ground the neceſſity of his 
755 Matth. Sufferings upon that of the Scriptures () being fulfilled in him; 
xi. 33, Which, according to the Notion I am arguing againſt, had their pro- 
354. 


per End before, and lay under no neceſſity of being accompliſhed. in 
Him at all? When the Diſciples at Emmazs, und: the Apoſtles. at 
Jeruſalem, were to be eaſed of their melancholy Diſtruſts, and ſer- 
tled In the belief of his being the Mea, notwithſtanding his igno- 

"KY | minious 
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miniouious Death and Sufferings, Was not this ( done by begin- Ci) Luke 
ning at Moſes and all the Prophets, and ſo ex ounding the things Mir. 25,4 
concerning himſelf £ Was it not by opening their Underſtandings # 455 46. 
that they might underſtand the N and making it plain, that 

becauſe thus it was written, therefore 1h it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer 

and to riſe again the Third Day? And was all this at laſt with reat 

Solemnity only to amuſe and entertain them with Myſtical Alluſi- . 
ons and pretty Applications of Texts, which in their primary in- | 
tention did not concern him at all? Do not St. Peter and St. Pau! 


> Art. 20, 21, 
* 22, 23, 24. 
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One of our beſt Guards when uſed on the Defenſive, and of the keen- 
eſt Edge when turn'd againſt our Adverſaries. : 


I have now done with the Points of Diſpute propoſed, bur ſtill 


mult entreat your Patience for a ſhort Application from the whole. 

(I.) Now here, Ft, Could we have reaſonable hopes of being heard, 

it might be proper to expoſtulate the Caſe, why the Jes ſtill per- 

fiſt in refuſing to believe eu a true Prophet. When Elijab re 

(Oi kings ſtor'd the Widow's Son to Life, ſhe immediately cryed out, Noto (2) I 
n. 24+ I know that thou art a Man of God, and that the Word of the Lord in 
| tby Mouth is Truth. And Reaſon good: For is it not a Rule with 
the Jets, that Miracles, ordinarily ſpeaking, prove the Worker of 

them to be a Man of God ? And yet this Evidence, as hath been 

ſhewn, is incomparably ſtronger for e, than for any Perſon that 

ever God ſent into the World. When S. Pau cloſes his Addreſs to 

(a) Ads Agrippa, tis with this ſignificant Queſtion, K:7g Agrippa, (a) belie- 


XXI. 27. veſt tbou the Prophets? And Reaſon good: For is it not another Rule 


with the Zews, that he is a true Prophet who is atteſted to by other 
Y Acts Prophets? Now We who preach Chriſt, /ay ( no other things than 
vi. 22. Mofes and all the Prophets did ſay ſhould come; And farther, to pre- 
vent all Miſtake in the Application of ſuch diſtant Predictions, Fobr 


Baptiſt ſhewed him preſent, and peremptorily declared that this was 


(:) John i. the Son (c) of God and Saviour of the World. But a// Men, we arc 
G 8 told, (d) accounted ohn to be a Prophet indeed; Why then do theſe 


Ti. 22. Succeſlors of them who held him ſuch, abjure the Confeſſion of their 


(2) John x. more ingenuous Forefathers, that a// things John (e) ſpoke of this Man 
4T. toere true? The Law ſays, () When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the name 
Supe of the Lord, if the thing come not to paſs, the Lord bath not ſent him. 
'* Have they not hereupon form'd another Rule, that He, who foretels 
future Events which do come to pals, is a true Prophet? Now which 
of all the Predictions of 7eſ7# hath God ſuffered to fall to the 


Ground? Are not thoſe concerning Themſelves in particular verified 


by the concurring Teſtimony of Sixteen hundred Years ? Let them ſay. 

it the deſtruction of their City and Temple, their broken Polity, their 

long Diſperſion, their ſore Calamities, their mercileſs Perſecutions, 

their Blindneſs and Obſtinacy, have left them any Refuge from this 
Argument, except that of denying, that theſe things are toretold, or 

that they are fulfill d. The former muſt be againſt ail Reaſon, the 

latter againſt their own Senſe and fad Experience. Nay, even thus 

Lib. adv. they have no Refuge left; For, (as Tertullian * urges with the acute- 
Fuders, in neſs ſo familiar to him,) they even thus do but confirm the Truth, and 
in the very act and inſtant of Deny ing more eminently fulfil our 
Lord's Predictions. But, 


— 
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But, if our Reaſonings will not prevail for their Conviction, at leaſt we 
might reaſonably entreat theſe unperſuadable Men, that they would 
leave off the invidious and indirect Methods too long in uſe, for giving 
their People the worſt of Impreſſions againſt us and our Doctrine: That | 
they would henceforth forbear to revile the Holy Name of 7e/ws in . 
their Books, with Lies and Blaſphemies not fit to be repeated; to curſe 
his Diſciples in their daily Prayers; to impoſe upon the World with 
counterfeit Hiſtories and corrupted Chronology ; to impure to the Prin- 
ciples of our Religion the Injuries or Barbarities, of which either their 
own Provocations or tae Covetouſneſs of their Enemies have been the real 
Cauſe ;* to take Sanctuary in Oral Laws and Traditions of ſuſpected Cre- 
dit, contrived on purpoſe to evacuate the written Word of God, and the 
Evidence this produces againſt them. All which are Proceedings, from 
whence no other Effects can in reaſon be expected, but thoſe of rendring 
their own Minds more violently averſe from the Goſpel ; and of provo- 
king God to give them up to ſtrong Deluſions, that They might believe a 
Lie, who take ſuch wicked pains not to giveTruth a fair impartial Hearing. 

2. But, Secondly, Whether our Adverſaries will ſuffer any Diſcourſes 
of this kind to have their intended Effect upon them or not; yer, ſure 
lam, Chriſtians may profit themſelves of them very greatly. Let Us 
therefore by all means, my Brethren, give earneſt heed, from hence to 
learn the true Grounds, to form a right Netion, to diſcover the charm- 
ing Beauties, and to make a juſt Eſtimate, of our moſt Bleſſed Religion. 

None of which can be done to ſo good purpoſe any other way, as by 
obſerving irs exact Congruity with, its punctual Completion of, its ado- 
rable Excellencies above thoſe Meaner, Typical, and Subordinate Diſpen- 
| tations; Which, like the Dawnings of the Morning, and the gradual Ad- 
vances of the Sun, increaſed in Light and Warmth, till they at laſt ſhone 
out in this bright Noonday of Righteouſneſs. Let us admire and praiſe 
the Wiſdom of that Providence, which left not his Bleſſed Goſpel to 
ſtand upon Evidences purely its own ; but hath ordained irrefiſtible 
Strength for ir out of che Mouths and Scriptures of its bittereſt Enemies. 
But why do I call them Their Scriptures? They are in truth no lon- 
ger Theirs but Ours. Ours, in the primary Intent of them, as contain- 
ing Enſamples (D) and Admonitions, written for Us upon whom the Ends (h) 1 Cor. 
of the figurative World are come. Ours by the right of Cuſtody and Pre- x. 6, 11. 
{ervation ; It being (humanely ſpeaking) due to the Chriſtian's Concern 
in and Care of them, that neither the Perſecutors of the cus have been 
able to deſtroy, nor the Malice of thoſe ers themſelves to corrupt 
| them. Ours, as anſwering their Defign, and holding the Life and Sub. 
ance, while their former Proprietors have ſunk and loſt them in a Dead 
Letter, Ours, as maintaining their Divine Authority, by conſtantly ac- 
8 knowledging 
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knowledging the Accomplithment of their Types and Predictions ; which They 
denying, have made God a Liar, and his Word a trifling Fable : For, if the 
New Teſtament be falſe, neither can the Old Prophecies be true, nor the Leyi- 
tical Law of any ſignificance worthy of God to inſtitute it for. Let Us again 
: from hence learn to receive the Faith, and obey it in the love thereof; be wiſe by 

| the Calamities of Others; and remember St. Paul's Admonition in the like Cafe, 
( Rom.xxi. zo, not to be high-minded, but to fear, leſt, if God (i) ſpared not the natural Branches, h: 
Hrs alſo ſpare not Us, if we grow Wild, and bear not Fruit meet for the Gred Olive 


Tree, into which his Mercy bath 2 Us. And, ſince it is Our indiſpenſa- 

Matth. v. ble Duty, Our peculiar Glory, to love ( our Enemies, and to bleſs thoſe that curſe 

46 _ Us, and pray for ſuch as deſpightfully uſe Us and perſecute Us ; Let us not fail to 

| embraceall fittingOpportumtics of expreſſing our Kindneſs and Compaſſion for 

| this once Ele& People of God, whole violent Prejudices recommend them to our 

| . Pity as we are Chriſtians, and whoſe unparallell'd Miſeries call up our Bowel, 

as we are Men: It becomes us then, treading in our Maſter's Steps, to be Ears 

to theſe Deaf, and Eyes to theſe Blind; Engaging their Attention by our Cour- 

teſy, ſoftning their Paſſions, contending meckly with their Errours, conquering 

their Prejudices by an invincible Charity, and ever labouring by our Argu- 

ments, but eſpecially by our Examples, to win them over to their own Happi- 

neſs, and reſtore them to that high Place in the Favour of God from which they 

- are ſo deplorably fallen. And, though it be but too true, that Briers and Thorns 

OExek. ii. s,). ( are among them, and they are moſt rebellious, yet the Bleſſing and Grace of God 

| forbids us to deſpair of doing ſomewhat, after plenteous Examples of a ſuc- 

o theſe ſome ceſsful Zeal in * Perſons well prepared and vigorouſly engaged in this difficult 

are even now li- Undertaking. But let us put the very worlt of the Cale, that they reward as evil 
 ving, but the er for good (n), and and hatred for aur good will; Is it not enough that (o) the Diſciple be 
minent Mr. Ed- 4 bi Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord? Is it to be wondred that they who calld 
am 3 im Beelzebub, ſhould afford thoſe of his Houſhold no better Treatment? En- 

of Aran deavours of this kind are indeed too feldom ſucceſsful; Few in compariſon can 
. —. honoura. be, and Fewer yet (the more the pity,) are deſirous to be qualified for them. But 
ble Mention: I have one Expedient in reſerve ſtill, which, as all are capable ot, ſo none can 

Fe having, as I ever apply without good Profit: Profit to Them for whoſe fake it is uſed, or | 
am aſſured from Profit to himſelf that uſes it. Our hearty conſtant 9 to God I mean; 
nunqueſtionable Prayers which we ought not to neglect for the very Enemies of his Son, 

Authoritys, ſince even that Son did not diſdain to pour them out with his own Blood up- 

brought mary on the Croſs. He mingled them with his dying Agonics, aud ſhall We be want- 

hundreds of ing in this Teſtimopy of our Charity and Zeal ? We of theThurch of England 

ay to Bap. more eſpecially, whoſe Service (p) on the Day of that Deareſt Lord's Paſſion, 

| (05 pal eix. z hath put into our Mouths a pious Requeſt, which well becomes the Mouths of 

CG durck x. all her Menihers, not on that only but on eyery Day. Even that our ercif# 

235. God, who hath made all Men, and hateth nothing that he hath made, nor willeth the 

mird col. Death of a Sinner, but rather that he ſboull be converted and live; would have Mercy 

| left for Good upon all Infidels, Fews in particular, and take from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs 0 
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Friday. Heart; and Contempt of his Word. Yea, Bleſſed Lord, ſo fetch them home to thy Flock, 

7 that they may be ſaved among the number of the true Tiraclics, and be made with Us 

br One Fold under One Shepherd, Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and reigneth wit 
= Thee and the Holy Spirit, one _ _ End. Amen. 


